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(Editor's note: ~ Reporier
Bob Lynch ¢f The News and
Observer had gone to Mil.
Burnic Dam on the Neuse

- River Wednesday morning to
get material for a feature sto-
ry on shad fishing," He wit-
nessed the -tragedy in which
a. Knightdale man Jost his

" life)., ST

s+ BYBOBLYNCH
They were laughing as they
came onto the beach, and
their light merriment seemed
“to go well with the, morning.

The warm April sun had
broken through the clouds,

flooding the old mill site and |
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Then a Hush in.

the river as it - spilled broad .

and
Dam. .
The older of the two men,
William Bent6n (Buddy) Tart
38. of Knightdale, Rt. ], grab-
bed caretaker Marshall Perry .
around the waist and shook .

swift over Milburnie

0

him playfully.
Tart's companion, Al Wall,
32, of the -same address,

_-Stood by and grinned broad-

ly at the horseplay on the
river bank,

“We're going for a swim "
Tart announced, and he’ and
Wall romped over ' the long,
broad beach, leaving Perry
to his conversation with a fish.
erman and this reporter. = .

About 100 yards below the
dam a tired=bld willow tree
rests its gnarled branches on
the rocks that jut out into
the Neuse River. Here the
two men were joined by a
young woman and her two.
small children,

Wake Game Protector Bob
Perry. came onto the beach
and tafked with the shad fish-
ermen about the heavy run
of shad.

“Those guys say they plan

+ 0 go swimming in the river,”
. the ‘reporter told Bob« Perry.
i “You better go down there
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T Swimmer ‘Drowns Near Milburnie D
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“"Where Trudles Are Better” I8 . : N .
ore Tncies Are Better " employe of Barnette’s Esso ,hands or. wait until he.selzedi

am:

and stop them before one of
them-drowns.” e
Rocks on each side of the
river near the -big - willow
pinch the channel into a swift .
race .of about 109 yards or
more: ) % [
The game protector walked -~ K
briskly toward the tree where '
the two men had stripped
down to hathing trunks; They
were.already wading into the
Stream before Bob Perry got
to the willow. . e
As’ the game protector
rcached the old. willow, Wall
velled, “Try to make' it to
that log.” .
~ Wall had turhed around and
Was  swimming - back’ to
shore. His comparnion, Tart,
grabbed at the point of a .big
rock on- the other side of the
stream, clawed its slippery -
surface then was carried
downstream a few feet, and
under, . ‘ -
The game -protector yelled
and whistled for the fisher: '
men. The young.-w om a n,
Wall's sister, screamed, and
all of the laughter went out .
of the morning, The day sob-

‘The game protector ran to-

call the Raleigh  Rescue

e others on - .the

riverbank stood silent and

looked down “at the swirling
~eurrent. It was 10:35 a.m.

. -Survivor's sister stands beside river where Tart drowned (X
The caretaker suddenly ran . T ey : . N

around  the old . willgw R i T -
branches. " He had remem- (ST . . .

bered a trout line wag | C tF ) " .
stretched across - the tiver. . Our Tees . ’ ¢
But the trout line had caught ! ’ ral er we ert

nothing. Its hooks hung naked'

v theirshort drops. )

Five minutes dragged past.
"He’s‘dea(g," someone on the
bank said.” . -

“Sure he’s dead,” Wall
agreed. “No one - could stay
under that long-and live, , .-

Probify Begins .

The réscue squad arrived
and ' the grim business with
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Station on Fayetteville Strect her before taking action.” s
here. Coroner M. W. Bennett

ruled the” death accidental.
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